140                      IDYLLS   OF   THE   QUEEN

But he would not take the Earldom. His gratitude was
genuine enough; and it was heightened by his knowledge
of the distaste which she had overcome before making such
an offer in such terms. The final audience was uneventful;
he noted half an hour of " kindly conversation," while she
found him " very much excited, but . . , very amiable ";
and at midsummer, 1885, they parted.